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, MUIIMUii VJAGE ORDER FOR RAILROAD WORKERS ' ' -
• ,,-yy.y.-,-y EFFECTIVE IIARCH FIRST 7 • '7 ' ' a-

Pay i n c r e a s e s of more than $7,000,000 annu.ally become e f f e c t i v e Saturday f o r 

an esti.Tiated 70,000 employees of the n a t i o n ' s r a i l r o a d s ; , .R,ailv/ay Express Agancy, 

P-iolLaian Company, car loan^ and t e r m i n a l companies. Those workers iiave been r e 

ce iv ing lov/er wages than s p e c i f i e d i n the rainimiuii wage orders e s t a b l i s h e d by 

Genera,l P i i i l i p B. Fle.n-iing, Adminis t ra to r of t i ie Wage and Hour DivLsion, United 

S t a t e s Department of Labor, ' ' ; . 7 7 . "• a '7'7:--:'' •'-""•̂ A ' . - A' ^ 

The order e s t a b l i s h e s a minimu.m wage of 36 cen t s .an hour f o r employees of 

t runk l i n e raLlroads and 33 cen ts an hour fo r s h o r t l i n e s . ITiese r a t e s were r e 

commended by the r a i l r o a d c a r r i e r industr j^ cornmittee, appointed u.nder the F a i r 

Labor Standards Act, ( f e d e r a l v/age :-ji.d ho''jr law) a f t e r axi ex tens ive i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

and p u b l i c h e a r i n g s , Bj' f a r -':iie l a r g e s t group of v/orkers" a f f ec t ed by t h e order 

v / i l l be maintcna:ice of v/ay V'/orlc.3rSj i n c l u d i n g crosj . ing, b r idge flafpnen, and g a t e -

men. I t v/iLl a l so inc lude c l e r i c a l -and s t a t i o n v/orkers , some shop l a b o r e r s , rod 

caps , din-ing ca r v - a i t e r s , .-nd Icitchcn v/orkers. 

Of tho m i l l i o n or .more workers onrployod on the n a t i o n ' s t runk l i n o s i t i s 

e s t ima ted t h a t 55,000 v / i l l r ece ive v/agc i n c r e a s e s -under the o r d e r , i n c l u d i n g P u l l 

man Ccmpany, Railv/ay Express i^gency, car l o a n , and t e r m i n a l company amployees. Of 

the 21,000 employees of the shor t l i n o r o a d s , 5,000 v.-ill be a f f e c t e d . 

Inc luded i n the l i s t of Gm.ployces to i jonefi t by tiic es tab l i shment of the min- . 

imura wage v / i l l bo c e r t a i n emp3.oyee.3 of o l ecx r i c ra i l ro-ads which a re a p a r t of the 

steam r a i l r o a d system, -. • ;''.„;•,.,,: 

According, t o f i g u r e s submit ted by the r a i l r o a d s 26,000 of those employed a t 

l e s s than 36 cents an hour v/ere employees of raj . l roads c l a s s e d as "v/cstern l i n e s " j 

2A,000 by "southern l i n e s " , and 6,000 by " e a s t e r n l i n o s " . 

Rai l roads p r i n c i p a l l y a f f e c t e d by the /.linimum wage order v/ith es t imated 

annual inc rcasos fo r lov\'-est pa id employees, and employment f i g u r e s of those roads 

c o r r e c t e d up t o November 1 5 , 1939> S'̂ ĉ as f o l l o w s : 

• ' : • ' (7389) 



ROAD • ' -'7,'- , - . . 

Seaboard .lirline .;. ,' 

Atlantic Coast Line " ... • -••' 

Illinois Cantral (including•Yaz oo 
and Mississippi Valley) 

Texas .ajid New Orleans . . 

Southern Railv/ay System 

Missouri Pacific 

Central of Georgia , • 

Southern Pacific 

Louisville & Nashville 

Florida East Coast 

Louisville & Arkansas 
« 

Chicago Rock Island P Pacific 

International Great Northern (Te,xa3 Line) 

Missouri Kansas Texas 

Texas & Pacific 

Gulf Coast Lines •' : 

Atchison Topelca & Santa Fe 

St. Louis & San Francisco 

Kasliville Chattanooga & St, Louis 

St. Louis Southwestern 

EST. ANNUAL 
INCREASE 

$668,000 

611,000 

443,000 .. 

415,000 

,',17,000 

335,000 . • 

212,000 

165,000 

136,000 

127,000 

126,000 

126,000 

109,000 

96,000 

93,000 

91,000 

81,000 

54,000 

45,000 

28,000 

WORrO^RS 

4,722 

3,969^ 

2,282 

3,243 

4,380 

3,261 

1,413 

1,762 

2,241 

849 

• • 878 

1,227 

779 

666 

1,141 

., - 854 

242 

405 

783 

592 
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